
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, February 4, 2015. Present were 

Nancy J. Maloney, Clerk; Eldon F. Moreira, Member. Jerry D. Lawrence, Chairman, was absent. 

Also present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:04 p.m. in 

the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

 

Also present at this time were: 

Mr. Ben Smith, Cable Station Manager 

 

The meeting began with the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Selectman Maloney stated that Chairman Jerry Lawrence was unable to attend the meeting. She 

stated that she would serve as chairman for the meeting.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of December 17, 2014. Seconded by Mrs. 

Maloney and so voted. Lawrence, absent; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept for review the minutes. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so 

voted. Lawrence, absent; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept for review minutes of January 21, 2015.  Seconded by Mrs. 

Maloney and so voted. Lawrence, absent; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

The Board reviewed job descriptions for Plumbing and Gas Inspector, Assistant Plumbing and 

Gas Inspector, Electrical Inspector and Assistant Electrical inspector. Mr. Gagne discussed that 

the Inspectors would now be required to have Masters’ licenses and the Assistant Inspectors 

would be required to have journeyman’s licenses. Mrs. Maloney noted that the development of 

the job descriptions was in conjunction with the Building Inspector. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept for review the job descriptions and to vote on approval at the 

next meeting. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so 

voted. Lawrence, absent; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

The Board reviewed a request from Mr. Frank Nelson to hold the 13th Annual Christopher’s 5-K 

Run and Walk for diabetes for May 25, 2015 at 11:00 a.m.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the request. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted. 

Lawrence, absent; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter from Mr. Peter Morrell, owner of Morrell’s Country Tavern 

requesting a prorated refund for his liquor license fee for 2015 as he was only open for one 

month. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to refund Mr. Peter Morrell for 11 months of his liquor license fee. 

Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted. Lawrence, absent; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

There was discussion regarding businesses in that area. 



 

The Board reviewed a request from Mr. Tom Reed to hold the 2015 Turkey Trot on November 

21 at 10:00 a.m. with a rain date of November 22 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the request. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted. 

Lawrence, absent; Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

During the Public Comment Period, Mr. Moreira expressed thanks to the Highway Department 

and the snow plow drivers for their hard work in clearing the snow and ensuring clear streets and 

sidewalks. Mrs. Maloney agreed, noting that the department is short on manpower and still did a 

great job. 

 

Mr. Gagne gave the Town Administrator’s Report. Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding the 

Northeastern Study for Economic Development. He said that the panel from Northeastern would 

be preventing the survey results for West Bridgewater and that the Economic Development 

Commission has set up a meeting for February 23 at 6:30 p.m. He said businesses and residents 

are welcome to attend. 

 

Mr. Gagne then discussed the budget schedule with the Board of Selectmen. He discussed 

utilizing the savings realized from using solar power from the solar farm on North Main Street 

specifically for the Street Lighting budget.  

 

There was discussion regarding the Board’s original intention to reserve that savings to help 

defray costs of the new Middle/Senior High School.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to utilize the savings realized through the solar farm to fund Budget 4240 

Street Lighting. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted. Lawrence, absent; Maloney, yes; 

Moreira, yes. 

 

Mrs. Maloney clarified if Mr. Gagne was seeking a representative to attend the meeting with 

Northeastern and the Economic Development Commission. Mr. Gagne said that he will attend 

and that any members of the Board were welcome as well. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated that he was seeking a representative for the Capital Budget Committee. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to nominate Selectmen Lawrence as the Selectmen’s representative on the 

Capital Budget Committee. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted. Lawrence, absent; 

Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes. 

 

Mr. Gagne then updated the Board regarding the Highway Department. He noted that Highway 

and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent Leonard Graf would be out of the office for three to 

four weeks and that Acting-Foreman Shawn Anderson would serve as the department contact. 

 

Mr. Moreira noted that the attachment on the sidewalk snow plow has been problematic and that 

the Highway Department workers have had to repeatedly weld the attachment. 

 



Discussion continued regarding the need for a second sidewalk snow plow or purchasing two to 

three commercial snow blowers to increase the amount of snow that could be removed at once. 

Mr. Moreira suggested contacting the state for assistance as the Town plows Route 28, a state 

road. Mr. Gagne stated that he would discuss the matter with Mr. Graf when he returns to work. 

 

There was discussion regarding the right hand turning lane at the Center of Town. Mr. Gagne 

stated that he has had multiple conversations with the engineer for the project. He said that the 

original design engineer has not stamped plans that would allow for interim use of the lane. Mr. 

Gagne said using the lane without it would present a liability issue. He said he would continue 

working with the engineer 

 

At 7:30 p.m., the Board MOVED to enter into Executive Session pursuant to MGL Chapter 

30A, Section 21(a) Exception 2: to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with 

non union personnel, specifically all department heads under the direction for the Board of 

Selectmen, and pursuant to MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21(a) Exception 3: to discuss strategy 

with respect to collective bargaining, specifically concerning the Police Union Contract, as doing 

so in Open Session would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Town. 

Open session will not reconvene. Roll Call vote showed: Lawrence, absent; Maloney, yes; 

Moreira, yes.  

 

 

 

______________________ 

Nancy J. Maloney, Clerk 

 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 

 

 

 

 

List of Documents in Agenda Packet – February 4, 2015 

 Minutes of December 17, 2014 

 Minutes of January 14, 2015 

 Minutes of January 21, 2015 

 Job Descriptions: Wiring Inspector, Assistant Wiring Inspector; Gas & Plumbing 

Inspector; Assistant Gas & Plumbing Inspector 

 Request to hold Annual Christopher’s 5K Run/Walk for Diabetes 

 Request from Mr. Peter Morrell for a refund of his liquor license fee 

 Request from Mr. Tom Reed requesting to hold the Turkey Trot  

 Budget Presentation schedule 

 


